
Connecting med tech and healthcare information technology 

entrepreneurs to the resources that can help them to build 

successful companies . 

S A C R A M E N T O  A R E A  R E G I O N A L  T E C H N O L O G Y  A L L I A N C E  

making healthcare safer, more effective, and less costly, through technology 

MedStart CEO Forum 

This monthly forum of med tech and healthcare 
information technology CEOs is MedStart’s long-
est running program.  The forum offers peer-to-
peer exchange of best practices and joint problem 
solving. Advisors to the forum include venture 
capital executives, angel investors, healthcare ex-
ecutives, and researchers.  The forum is facilitated 
by Leading Resources Inc., a management consult-
ing company that focuses on executive leadership 
development.  Participating companies currently 
include: Aaken Labs, Pediactric Bioscience, 
CathEffects , Gold Standard Diagnostics, Stra-
tovan, Consensus Orthopedics, HealthSphere, 
ThermoGenesis, Cobalt Consulting, Insera Thera-
peutics, Visicon Technologies, Critical Perfusion, 
Nexgen Medical Systems, and VuStik.  New mem-

bers are invited to the forum periodically. 
 

MedStart Inventors Forum  

As SARTA’s newest Executive Roundtable , the 
Inventors Forum is specifically designed for busy 
physicians, and others who invent medical devices, 
who may be unaware of, and have little time for, 
the tremendous level of activity required and the 
opportunity to develop new technologies here in 
our own community, and who would benefit from 
networking with others similarly situated.  The Fo-
rum will provide inventors with a network among 
themselves, regular programs on topics they 
choose, such as Intellectual Property, Venture 
Capital, and/or Industry Licensing, and will also 
serve to link them into the larger MedStart net-
work of angel investors, venture capitalists, service 

providers, and local CEO talent.  

MedStart Telemedicine Task Force 

Formed in July of 2009, MedStart's Telemedicine 
Task Force was organized to help commercialize 
Telemedicine and Telehealth innovation in the 
Sacramento Region. The task force provides a spe-
cial network of people, companies and resources 
focused on the challenges and opportunities in 
Telemedicine while providing all the resources--
access to venture capital, education programs, and 
incubation resources--found throughout the 
SARTA and SARTA MedStart Programs.  Evelyn 
Milani, President of InfoSYS Inc., is the task force 
leader and more than 25 companies and organiza-
tions participate, including the California Tele-
medicine and eHealth Center and Valley Vision.  
Western Blue and Capital Program Management 
(CPM)  are the corporate sponsors of the task 

force. 

MedStart provides networking opportunities 
throughout the year for entrepreneurs, researchers, 
inventors, clinicians, executives, investors and other 
stakeholders in the Sacramento Region's Medtech 
community.  MedStart launched on March 3, 2009 
with a networking mixer attended by 150 people. 
The MedStart Connect Mixer on September 30, 
2009 attracted over 200 attendees.  MedStart will 
hold its first industry showcase, modeled after the 
success of SARTA CleanStart’s Sacramento Clean 
Tech Showcase, in March 2010 at Sacramento State 
University. There are many sponsorship opportuni-
ties as well as opportunities to exhibit at this event.  
For more information, please contact Laura Good at 

lauragood@sarta.org or 916-261-1873. 

MedStart Networking Mixers and  

Industry Showcase 

mailto:lauragood@sarta.org


The Sacramento Area Re-
gional Technology Alliance is 
a tech-focused 501(c)(3)     

corporation founded in 2001 to foster entrepreneurial 
growth & attract investment capital to the greater   
Sacramento region (Butte, El Dorado, Nevada, Placer, 

Sacramento, Solano, Sutter, Yolo and Yuba counties). 

For more information visit www.sarta.org 

Sacramento Area Regional Technology Alliance 

3801 Power Inn Road 

Sacramento, CA 95826 www.medstart.org 
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Staff 

SARTA is committed to engaging members and the re-

gional tech community in quality educational program-

ming. This series of seminars is designed to provide lo-

cal technology, non technology companies and emerg-

ing entrepreneurs with strategic workforce development 

training. Each session is approximately 3 hours in length 

and is held at our partner locations across the region. 

Topics include "How to work with your Board of Direc-

tors", "Pitching for Venture Capital", "Debt Financing 

for Startups", "Risks & Rewards of Growth Companies" 

and "Business Social Media Trends for 2010" to name a 

few. SARTA recruits speakers and panelists from the 

private sector who have many years of expertise in sub-

ject of each seminar. Drexel University is the presenting 

sponsor for the Leadership Series. 

 

New for 2010:  In addition to the monthly Leadership 

Series seminars, SARTA announces three new tracks: 

Clean Tech, Med Tech and Government Tech.  These 

tracks will each offer four courses per year. 

 

For more information visit www.sarta.org 

 

The Med Tech Track of the Leadership Series had its first 
seminar on June 30, 2009.  The topic was “Intellectual 
Property Basics for Med Tech Entrepreneurs.”  Attorneys 
Brain Ho of Morrison Foerster and Brad Heisler of       
Heisler & Associates along with Dr. David McGee of UC 
Davis InnovationAccess were the seminar presenters.  
The second seminar in the Med Tech Track is scheduled 
for October 27, 2009. The topic is “Prototypes: Designing 
for Manufacturability.”  Seminar topics for 2010 will be 
announced shortly but topics such as “Reimbursements”, 
“Clinical Trials”, and “FDA Process” are under consid-
eration.  For more information on the Med Tech Track of 
the SARTA Leadership Series, contact Laura Good at 

lauragood@sarta.org or 916-261-1873. 

VentureStart prepares high growth/high technology en-

trepreneurs and early stage companies in the Sacramento 

region to be investor-ready for Angel and VC financing 

by providing free, comprehensive, and expert mentor-

ship through: 

¶ Advice – one-on-one and team, including 

successful entrepreneurs 

¶ Introductions – from lawyers to investors 

¶ Mentorship – from pitch to financial 

 

Education – business plans, fundraising and more 

Our main goal is to accelerate the growth of companies 

by assisting with good business planning and strategies. 

We may also suggest ways to bootstrap and/or get cus-

tomer or grant funding when companies are not yet 

ready for Angel or VC funding. 

 

As a first time entrepreneur you normally only get one 

chance to present to investors so we strongly encourage 

applying to VentureStart before you apply to Angels or 

VCs. We’ll give you the opportunity to test your 

“business” and presentation materials. “Mistakes” made 

with us are a learning experience, not an investor rejec-

tion. We’ll will improve your chances of attracting inter-

est, and you will get connected to the regional investor 

community, and regional business and university lead-

ers. 

 

For more information visit www.venturestart.org 

http://www.sarta.org/go/sarta/
http://www.sarta.org/go/sarta/programs/medstart/
mailto:caryadams@sbcglobal.net
mailto:meg@sarta.org
mailto:lauragood@sarta.org
http://www.sarta.org/go/sarta/
mailto:lauragood@sarta.org
http://www.venturestart.org/

